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Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 




SPIRITUAL TALKS OF SWAMI SHIVANANDA 



January 14 , 1930 ( continued ) 

By stages the conversation drifted to the his- 
tory of the organization. ‘Look back a little/ 
he said, ‘and you find that this organization and 
your works are not running according to any- 
body’s caprice. These works took root in the 
service we rendered to the Master at Cossi- 
pore. The doctor (Mahendralal Sircar) 
encouraged us very much to do this service. 
Many of us were students then. Some of us 
gave up our studies for the sake of this service. 
We had to serve by turns. Our work in an 
organized way started from there. Swamiji had 
ever in mind the problem as to how truth could 
be realized. Then as he reached South India 
in the course of his travel, his heart was touch- 
ed. He was greatly moved at the sight of the 
prevailing disparity between the Brahmanas and 
the Sudras, the Sudras and the Pariahs, and by 
the innumerable kinds of human misery. And 

he had the fullest realization that he would 

* 

have to serve the 1 masses and do good to them. 
Then he went to America, where he had great 
success; and many were they who honoured 
him. At last, he wrote to Shashi Maharaj 
(Swami Ramakrishnananda) at Alambazar, 



“Now, look here Shashi, I can now well under- 
stand that it is all his work, and I also under- 
stand why he loved me so much and gave so 
much instruction”. Formerly, I had not even 
dreamt that I would have to work, nor had I 
any inclination for that. When Swamiji’ s letter 
came, I thought, “True enough, we shall have 
to work”. Then arose a desire to read. But we 
had no money whatsoever. Just then, a devotee 
came from Bombay, and he gave some money. 
With that I secured two volumes of Webster’s 
Dictionary from Calcutta. Then came an 
almirah and a desk; and along with these, a 
little tendency to work as well. That being 
so, if anybody now asserts that you are doing 
all this out of your own whim, then he is mis- 
taken. It was none else but Swamiji who gave 
shape to this organization. Those who criticize 
do not know the history of the organization. 
He shaped it in accordance with the Master’s 
wishes. . . . 

‘Swamiji used to go to the shrine twice every 
day. But the period of meditation went on 
increasing greatly. Some two or three weeks 
before his passing away, we stood one day under 
the mango-tree (in the courtyard), when 
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Swamiji came down from the shrine and, with 
a prophetic vision before his very eyes, said, 
“Look here, this current that has started flow- 
ing will last for seven or eight hundred years’’. 
Then he talked of other things. Of these, we 
have seen a little, and you will see much more. 
Quite a number of good boys will come. Have 
faith in what we say; for have we not been 
witnessing all this from the very beginning ? 
The Master is none other than the Mother of 
the Universe; it is he who is ordaining it all, 
and none of you is doing so. When you make 
a mistake, just look back a little and you will 
understand. Whatever difficulties you may be 
in will all be washed away. Some, having im- 
pure minds, may think that the organization is 
being run according to the whim of somebody. 
And yet even they will progress, if they hold 
on to the Mother — to the Master. For his 
mercy is unconditional. The Lord said in the 
Gita: “O Kunti’s son, I have no duty to fulfil 
in any of the three worlds. There is nothing 
that has not been attained by Me and nothing 
that is yet to be obtained; and still do I persist 
in work. If I ever cease to be engaged in work 
with vigilance, men will imitate My ways in 
every respect, O Kunti’s son. If I cease from 
work, all these creatures will be uprooted, and 
I shall become the author of the intermixture 
of castes, thereby destroying all these crea- 
tures.” 

‘As for Sri Krsna, he is none other than God 

i»t / 

Himself; there is nothing that he has not achiev- 
ed and nothing that is still to be achieved. Yet 
he works, out of mercy for human beings. This 
is his grace that knows no limitation. When 
many people gather for a work, there is bound 
to be differences with regard to it; but these 
will be straightened out in due course. It is 
impossible to carry on, unless there is submis- 
sion to someone’s leadership. There is the book 
of rules for the Math (monastery) framed by 
Swamiji, which you should follow. And you 
should also listen to what we say. There is 
none so young among you as to require such 
orders as “Do this” or “Do that”; there is no 
need for all that. But if any occasion arises, 



rest assured that I shall do the needful, though 
there will be hardly any occasion for me also 
to act like that. And you should remember 
that still there are a few in the Order who had 
directly been blessed by the Master. As for 
myself, I am perforce in your midst for ever; 
for ' I cannot even so much as move down from 
my room. By nature I dislike poking into 
everything; I do not like interfering, that is 
against my' nature. I know, and this is my firm 
conviction, that the Master and the Holy 
Mother (Sri Sarada Devi) are there to look 
after everything; so I feel no need to dictate. 
But as you have faith in me, I sometimes say 
some things as they best appear to me. 

‘It goes without saying that we have to work; 
but if we have regular jap a and meditation 
along with the work, we shall not fall into diffi- 
culties. Our lives are not meant for being spent 
at Hardwar, Rishikesh, and other places, beg- 
ging for alms from door to door. Swamiji 
himself had been to Rishikesh to have a first- 
hand knowledge of such a life. It is good to 

lead such a life for some time, but not always. 

■ • 

At Dakshineswar the Master made us beg for 
our food, so that we might free ourselves from 
conceits of high social life. For getting rid of 
the pride of caste and aristocracy, it is necessary 
to beg for food from door to door just for a 
few days. 

‘Do you not see what tremendous work 
Swamiji did by going to America ? One can- 
not do good work unless one practises japa and 
meditation regularly. These must be adhered 
to. 

‘Good, and certainly not harm, will result 
from what the generality of the members of 
this organization decide after mature consider- 
ation. When some people gather to consider an 
issue and express their individual points of view 
freely, then a decision issues out naturally; and 
that will not lead to any harm anywhere. All 
that worries us is such personal consideration 
as, “This is harmful to me”, “This is good for 
me”, and so on. 

‘Meditation and spiritual practices are abso- 




